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BE REASONABLE 


DO IT MY WAY 


TOC H is a Movement of people who 
seek to build friendships and offer 
service across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group — at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 
seeks to serve the community around it. 

TOC H was founded in 1915 by the 
Rev PB ‘Tubby’ Clayton, and since 
then has been providing opportunities 
for people to test the Christian way by 
practical experiment. 

This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about TOC H and about the world, as 
well as a record of TOC H service. Its 
title derives from the Third Point of 
the TOC H compass, which asks us ‘to 
think fairly’. Letters, articles and news 
items are welcomed and should be 
addressed to The Editor, Point three, 
at the address below. 

Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those 
of the TOC H Movement. 

Point three is available from TOC H 
at the address below and contributions 
towards the high cost of production 
and mailing will be welcomed. 


Acting 
Editor: John Mitchell 


King Albert H, King of 
Belgium, mects Jacques 
Ryckebosch during his 
visit to Talbot House. 
See page 13 
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TOC H brings together peaple of different 
ages, viewpoints, races and faiths in mutual 
understanding. We base all our work on our 

Christian principles. 


BEAUTIFUL BABIES 


This is my ‘signing off editorial as acting Editor. From the New ear our new 
Communications Officer, Sarah Claridge, will take over. producing her first 
issue in February (there being no issue in January). l have really enjoyed 
working alongside Sarah over the past months, and am absolutely sure that 
Point Three will be in good hands. 1 shall enjoy reading her issues almost as 
much as I have enjoyed reading my own. 

That last sentence is not meant to be a breath-taking piece of arrogance, 
honest! {t is, rather, a recognition of that very human tendency to have a 
special affection for what one has produced oneself. One's own baby is 
always the most beautiful and precious, even if the rest of the world finds it 
unbelievably ugly. What is true for babies is true for anything that we create, 
and into which we have invested time, worry and creative effort. It even 
applies to the lopsided first clay pot one has thrown, the not quite straight 
bookshelves built by the amateur joiner (and not bought ready-to-assemble 
from the D.1.Y. shop) and the meal one has laboured to cook that didn’t quite 
turn out as planned. Objectively, they may all be unimpressive, but they are 
precious to the creator. 

Being ‘precious to the creator’ probably enshrines a deep theological 
truth, but it is also a reminder that we must be sensitive to the things that are 
precious to others, and not dismiss them. The small, elderly branch that 
raises funds for a park bench in memory of a valued former member will 
probably find that bench more interesting than any huge, national Toc H 
project - just as those who help to create one such national project may find 
it more absorbing than everything else in Toc H. Both are being very human 
and normal ... and there's nothing wrong with that. We have to accept it is a 
fact of life, and go with it - which means we have to try to engage more and 
more members, and non-members, in the wider ‘re-creation’ of Toc H as a 
movement, so that their efforts may increasingly make it precious to them, 
and so that they remain committed to it as a result. The commitment people 
have to a society, or movement, is seldom in direct relation to its worthiness, 
or its achievements, however dramatic. It is more often linked to the degree 
to which they are personally involved in deciding and creating its future. 
Even though that may sometimes lead to slower decisions (real democracy 
takes time), and less measurable achievements, if the decisions and 
achievements are then ‘owned’ by more people, they will ultimately prove to 
have been more successful. 


John Mitchell 


CORRECTION 
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Welcome 


TO 10 NEW MEMBERS 
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and|vice Versa Division 2 is the Weste 
| Division) 3)isithe Southern Eastern s 


® Moira Currie, Ann Page, Levenmouth 


e Dennis Hollingworth, Melton Mowbray 


e Waltraud Glaser, Peter Englefield, Merry] Englefield, MONTAG 


è Gordon Christon, New Tees è Alma Witts, Rushden 


@ Dickson Hogg, Se/kirk e Megan Dransfield, Wakefield 


a COUNCIL: THREE HIGHLIGHTS 


A résumé of events at Council, from the Director, is printed on pages four and five of this issue, and 
on page six we carry an article by the National Chaplain, largely drawn from his address to Council. 


Every year, before Council, the Director writes to our Royal 
Patrons to send loyal greetings. We felt members would 

enjoy reading this year’s reply from H.M. Queen Elizabeth 
The Queen Mother: 


Chairman’s Farewell 


n her closing speech to Council, at the end of 
her fourth and final year as Chairman, Mary 

Edwards reviewed her time as Chairman and 
shared something of her vision for Toc H. Space 
prohibits us from printing most of her speech, but 
we felt members would appreciate the following 
extracts... 

“One aspect of life in the Chair is that of 
receiving large quantities of mail. Much of this 
comes from members, many of whom are worried 
about what they see within Toc H and they ask, 
‘What is wrong with Toc H?' or else they state, ‘The 
thing that is wrong with Toc H is the way that the 
CEC and HQ (Central Services) are currently dealing 
with problems.’ Often, the question is prefaced with, 
‘Tubby would turn in his grave if he knew...'. Actually 
I don’t think he would! When Christians quote St 
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When the pessimsts choose to quote the glories 
of the past as their reason for not supporting the 
Toc H of the here-and-now, they are in danger of 
becoming ossified. I close by quoting a very short 
poem of Sydney Carter: 

Lean on the future. There 
if anywhere 

you walk upon the water. 
All that was true at first 
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THE NEED TO DREAM 


C olin Ridgway, of Walsall branch, encouraged me to fulfil that dream, even in is true at last 
reported to Council on the huge success today's world. but there is no way back 
of the Blood Donor Day, Over 84 units | think that we can all pat ourselves into the past 


joined in, and over 5,000 new donors were 
recruited - and all at a cost of less than 
£100 to central funds! Colin paid tribute to 
the planning team, especially John 


But through the future. There 
if anywhere 
the miracle must happen." 


on the back for what we achieved with this 
event, but please not for too long. If you 
physically try it, you will find that it 


Biggerstaff. He concluded by saying this: becomes uncomfortable. even painful and, 
Some two years and nine months ago. | most of all, pointless. 
had a dream. That What | believe that all of us in Toc H 
dream, with the now need to do, is to clear our minds by 
help of many putting aside for short periods the 
people in Toc H problems and pressures of taday, and 
and outside, has dream again. When, not if. this happens. i 
take your hand from behind your back and Flanked by the National Chaplain 

now comme: Husa 4 sue à ; and the Director are Mary 
thank God that. grasp that dream quite firmly, but don't let Edwards (left), retiring Chairman, 
as an ordinary any apprehension of sharing your dream and ber successor, Helen James. At 
member, | belong with others cause yau to let it go or the close of Council, Jobn Stevens, 


Southern Region, paid a warm 
tribute to Mary's devoted work 
over the past four years. 
Photo: Matibew Plumridge 


The new Communications 5 y tt tightal over 
Officer, Sarah Claridge, tO an Organisation squeeze it too tight. | overcame my 


talking with Colin Ridgway which has misgivings and shared my dream. It came 
Photo: Matthew Plumridge allowed and true. If | can do it, so can you. 


The 1996/7 
Central Executive 
Committee 


Christine Bostock 
Di Claxton 
John Cox 

Arthur Heffernan 

Helen James 
Judi Ranson 
Jim Simpson 
Peter Smith 
Jeremy Topham 
Laurie Tuckey 
Jack Turner 
Chris Williams 


or all those attending this 

year’s Council, the 

underlying message could 
not have been clearer: Toc H has 
turned the corner. This should 
not be taken to mean that the 
road ahead will be easy, it will 
not. But the Movement is going 
forward once again. 

The scene was set on Friday 
evening with presentations 
covering the Adantic Challenge, 
Toc H involvement in Bangladesh, 
looking back at Blood Donor Day, 
the exciting developments at 
Brixworth Country Park, the 
continuing Toc H work at Cannock 
Chase in the Midlands and, last but 
not least. the exciting progress 
being made with the Toc H 
‘Families Under Pressure’ Scheme 
in Cheshire. Those attending were 
left in no doubt that much is now 
happening. 


CEC REPORT AND 
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 


After the usual preliminaries and 


Royal Messages, Council got to work 


on the main meat of the gathering. 
Vice Chairman Helen James 
presented the CEC Report to 
Council, drawing particular 
attention to the process and actions 


undertaken by the Central Executive 


Committee (CEC) to address the 


critical financial and other problems 


facing our Movement. Helen James 
emphasised that all the decisions 
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had been extremely hard and painful 
and none were taken lightly, least of all 
those relating to the rationalisation of 
the Toc H staff structure and the 
resulting redundancies, and others such 
as the decision to close and sell 
Cuddesdon House. 

On a much more positive note, 
Helen was able to report the successful 
setting up of the new Divisional 
structure and the Divisional 
Development Teams which are now 
beginning to find their feet and are 
already showing some positive results. 

Our Honorary Treasurer, Gerry 
Conibeer, presented the Annual 
Accounts together with a very thorough 
examination of the financial year ahead. 
Gerry made it clear that, whilst the 
Movement is on target to meet the 
objective of working to a ‘break-even’ 
budget within the next two years and 
whilst we may have £4.6 million still 
backing us in terms of reserves and 
assets, the final gap berween 
expenditure and income would not be 
bridged unless members and friends of 
Toc H took seriously the need to be 
involved in fundraising for the 
Movement. 


ELECTION AND APPOINTMENTS 


Central Council then elected 12 
members to serve on the Central 
Executive Committee (see box) and 
confirmed the recommendation of the 
CEC that Gerry Conibeer should be 
re-appointed as Honorary Treasurer for 
a further period of three years. 

We then moved on to the 
appointment of auditors and here 
there is a change. As part of the review 


Council in Session 


ner 


The Director 


process of the CEC, all aspects of the 
Movements supporting services such 
as auditors have also been considered. 
With this in mind, a resolution was put 
to Council seeking agreement to make 
the change from our current auditors, 
Kingston Smith, to the Moores 
Rowland Charities Group. It was 
explained that this would produce at 
least a £10,000-a-year saving and 
possibly considerably more. The 
motion was duly passed. 


SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS 


The next major resolution was related 
to the Toc H membership structure 
and the work that had been 
conducted in this respect by 
successive CECs following a resolution 
on the subject to Council in 1993. 
Whilst this work still has to be fully 
completed, the motion before Council 
was that, from April 1st 1997, all 

Toc H membership would be 
registered centrally and it will no 
longer be a requirement for 
membership to be registered in a 
branch or group. The proposer and 
seconder emphasised the need in 
considering this motion, for Council 
to make membership more accessible 
to all those associated with the 
Movement. It was stressed on several 
occasions that, by making this move 
the status of Toc H branches and 
groups is in no way affected and that 
they remain a vital part of the 
Movement's daily life and work. After 
considerable discussion this motion 


was passed. 
Council then considered a 
resolution concerning a change to the 


nn 


Wily tt too Movement elects its 
GEC: tor Lo provide continuity 
and siahuity into che future, it was 
proposed tinu, from 1997 onwards, 
membcrs of the CEC would be elected 
on a three-year rolling basis. This 
resolution was passed and will now be 
implemented. However, the process 
to begin with is fairly complicated and 
it would not be appropriate in these 
Pages to go into full detail. More 
information is available from your 
Central Councillors. 

Council was then asked to 
consider a resolution concerning the 
role of the National Chaplain putting 
forward alternative options for the 
fulfilment of this role in the future. 
While the motion was defeated, it was 
emphasised that the CEC always takes 
the opportunity to fully review the 
role of any Principal Officer, paid or 


unpaid, when the time comes for 
re-appointment. This will continue 
and will apply when this particular 
post comes up for renewal in 1999. 

The National Chaplain, Alan 
Johnson, then presented a paper 
concerning “Toc H Statements and 
Principles’, our first attempt to try 
and express Toc H in modern 
language. Alan emphasised that these 
were not tablets of stone but were 
now available for members and staff 
to use and test in the months ahead 
with a view to firm proposals coming 
forward to Central Council 1997. 

This concluded the formal 
business of Central Council, which 
was followed by speeches from the 
Director, the outgoing Chairman, 
Mary Edwards, and an address by the 
National Chaplain during the final Act 
of Worship. 


In concluding this article, | am 
also very pleased to inform you that, 
following a brief meeting of the new 
CEC on the Saturday night, our new 
Chairman of Toc H is Helen James 
and our new Vice Chairman is Arthur 
Heffernan (who also becomes our 
Honorary General Secretary). 

We have turned the corner and 
we now all of us stand on the 
threshold of Toc H's tomorrow. 


Please would you note that 
further information is 


available from your Central 

Councillors, who can also 

offer you an audio cassette 
tape of the Director’s speech. 


ALSO AT COUNCIL 


DISCUSSION GROUPS 
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YOUTH EXCHANGES 


Neal Terry, outgoing Chairman of the Personnel Sub- 
Committee, invited local Toc H to consider the idea of 
organising youth exchanges with young people from other 
countries, and knows where to find funds for this work! 
Anyone interested, please contact Neal. 


During Saturday, Councillors formed groups to discuss various topics. 
Every group was asked to list what it found most exciting in Toc H today, 
and this generated a hugely encouraging list of ‘good news’. 

Other questions shared between the groups included: ‘Do you 
believe the current democratic structure of local unit/district/region 


Council, and the new Development level of Division, should be simplified?’ 
‘What alternatives would you suggest?’ ‘Do you believe a) Self-assessment 
should be retained but with a minimum sum stated? If so, how much? or 
b) There should be a fixed annual subscription? If so, how much? or 

c) Self-assessment should be retained?’ ‘What three tasks do you believe 
are the most important for a Central Councillor?’ ‘Do you think the Royal 
Charter is a bonus or a hindrance?’ 


Paul Godley, Operations Manager for Toc H in 
Germany, with Jean and Arthur Heffernan. We 
are delighted that Arthur’s recovery after major 
illness and surgery bas been so good that be 
can now take on the role of Vice-Chairman of 
the CEC. Photo: Matthew Plumridge 


Margaret Davies from 
Solibull speaking to Council. 


Mid-East Councillors Frank Jobnstone (listening!) 


and Philip Coomes. 


Development Officers Jane Bridgeman 
(Germany) and Jobn Burgess 


FROM THE DIRECTOR'S SPEECH 


“If one remains forever cautious, can 
one remain a human being?” 


ay 


n 742BC Isaiah had a 

vision. He saw God 

enthroned in glory, 
surrounded by archangels 
singing his praise. He was 
overwhelmed with 
unworthiness. He saw himself 
before the perfection of God. 
Woe to me! he cries. I am 
ruined! For I am aman of 
unclean lips, and I live among 
a people of unclean lips. But 
his confession was answered. 
An angel brought a live coal 
from the altar to him as a 
symbol of forgiveness. 

Then came the voice of God, 
Whom shall I send? And who will 
go for us? There is a message to 
be given to a disbelieving and 
rebellious generation. Isaiah 
responded. Willingly, as a 
forgiven vessel for the Spirit, in 
humility: Here am I. Send me! 
(Isaiah 6.1-8). 

Isaiah was one of the 
foremost prophets of Israel. 
Without his acceptance of the 
call, the Israelites could have lost 
their faith as they lived in exile 
from their homeland and their 
beloved Jerusalem. Isaiah helped 
them keep their faith alive. 

The world has been changed 
by the willingness of people to 
accept the call of God. Most 
powerful of all is the humble 
response of Mary to the message 
of Gabriel that she would bear 
the son of God. 7 am the Lord's 
servant. May it be to me as you 
have said (Luke 1.26-34). Like 
Isaiah, she said a positive Here 
am I. Send me! And Jesus is 
born, God becomes part of 
human life, the physical universe 
is blessed and the world is given 
the supreme message of love in 
a manger. 


ere am I... 


by Revd Alan Johnson, National Chaplain, 
(Adapted from the address given at Central Council 1996) 


Others called by God to a 
special vocation responded 
differently. Moses, when called to 
lead his people out of Egypt said, 
in effect, Here am I. Send him! 
meaning Aaron (Exodus 4). 
Jonah? He argued with God. Here 
am I. I’m not going. Find 
someone else! (Jonah 1&4), St 
Paul with his supreme self- 
confidence and over-eager 
passion is in no doubt: Here am 
1. I’m the best man for the job! 
(Acts 9.1-22). 

In the Toc H journal in 1944 
Alan Paton wrote: You are Toc H; 
it is your strength, your vision, 
your loyalty, that makes Toc H... 
Toc H will never be stronger than 
you are. The Toc H of tomorrow 
is dependent on the Members of 
today. God has given Toc Ha 
mission, and he is calling us: 
Whom shall I send? And who will 
go for us? How do we respond? 
Because of Isaiah’s faithful 
acceptance, Israel maintained her 
faith. Because of Mary’s humble 
acceptance, the baby born in a 
manger became the Saviour who 
brought faith, love and hope to a 
lost world, and we celebrate 
Christmas. 

Toc H stands on the 
threshold of tomorrow. We have 
been given a mission. Toc H has 
the eternal realities to give to an 
often disbelieving and rebellious 
generation. But this is a 
generation which is, at the same 
time, crying out for compassion 
and belonging. It is beginning to 
reject the values of economic 
imperatives, ambition at any 
price, and material self- 
centredness. This is a generation 
searching for meaning. 

The future of Toc H lies in 
our willingness to respond to 


God's call. How we respond will 
determine whether or not Toc H 
goes forward to a new generation 
and a new century. 

The future of Toc H also lies 
in the strength we have in the 
true foundations of the 
Movement. Toc H will never be 
stronger than you are, says Alan 
Paton. Our strength must lie 
where that of the Christians at 
Thessalonica did, of which St 
Paul was so proud. We always 
thank God for all of you, 
mentioning you in OUT prayers. 
He is proud because of your 
work produced by faith, your 
labour prompted by love, and 
your endurance inspired by hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ (1 
Thessalonians 1.2-3). 

Faith, love and hope were 
brought to the world by Jesus 
through the bere I am, send me 
of Mary and we pray for these 
every time we use the Toc H 
prayer. But the faith, hope and 
love of Toc H will only become 
real if we fulfil our calling. God 
calls now, at this threshold of 
tomorrow in Toc H’s life. Will 
there be a next generation of 
Toc H Members who will look 
back to us and say: there was the 
turning point, there were women 
and men who had the courage 
and strength to respond to the 
call? Will they say of us: We 
always thank God for all of you, 
mentioning you in our prayers? 

God calls now. Whom shall I 
send? And who will go for us? 

You are Toc H; it is your 
strength, your vision, your 
loyalty, that makes Toc H... 

Toc H will never be stronger 
than you are. 


Here am I. Send me! 
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ith less than a year before the start 


of the Atlantic Rowing Race, time 
seems to be accelerating. The first 
18 months of preparation has gone so quickly 


and there is so much to do in the 


next 10 months. Will enough 
money have been raised, will 
the boat and equipment be 
perfect, will Mark and Steve 
be in peak 

physical and 

psychological 

fitness and will Toc H have gained 
maximum advantage from this 
extraordinary project? 

The team now has the actual boat which 
will be rowed across the Atlantic, although there 
is not enough money yet to finish fitting it out. 
The boat made its most northerly journey on 1 
November to be part of the six major Toc H project 
displays at Central Council. The Atlantic Challenge 
team of Steve Isaacs and Mark and Paula Stubbs 
travelled with it to make the presentation and to 
meet Toc H people from outside Dorset. 

On the local front, the successful formula of a 
fun-to-learn day at Christchurch Rowing Club was 
repeated for a second special school. Displays and 
stalls were run in the Poole Dolphin Shopping 
Centre, Christchurch Saxon Square, 
at fire-station open days in 
Bournemouth, Poole and Bridport, 
at Claysmore School, The Hampshire 
Triathlon, The Great Dorset Steam 
Fair and on Bournemouth seafront 
during the power-boat races. The 
team introduced the prototype boat 
and The Challenge to children at Youth Afloat and 
Christchurch Youth Regatta. A lot of interest was 
generated by Mark and Steve at The Boat Show in 


Southampton. Four girls from the Atlantic 


Challenge Youth Group in Barbadian and frogman 
costume turned the boat into a float for Shaftesbury 
carnival and won third prize in their section. (Yes it 


was me inside the Fireman Sam costume - Steve 


drove the towing vehicle and Mark 
put out fires in Bournemouth!) 
And on the same weekend the 
team awarded Toc H Atlantic 
Challenge medals to 
children taking part in a fire 
safety programme and 


organised a fun run which 


o TANN attracted entrants of all ages including a 
LL 4 runner of 81 who completed the course in 


TOC H 


excellent time. 
As I write the next BIG event will be the 
naming and launch of the boat by our patron Steven 
Redgrave MBE. This will take place at Christchurch 
Rowing Club at 2.30pm on Sunday 10 November. 
Official Guests will represent Dorset County Council, 
Christchurch Borough Council, The Fire Brigade and 


Toc H. Look out for the press coverage! 


The two rowers in tbe Toc H 
Atlantic Challenge, Mark 
Stubbs (above left) and 
Stephen Isaacs - and their 
boat at Central Council. 
Councillors enjoyed meeting 
Mark and Stephen, who 
were very patient with the 
repeated questions about their sanity! In ber closing 
remarks the Chairman gave them the good wishes of 
Toc H for their journey next Autumn. 

(Photos: Matthew Plumridge) 


JIM SIMPSON 


Worth Waiting For 


t's been just over three years since I first 

visited the Toc H campsite in Rickmansworth. 

I wasn't particularly impressed with my first 
visit - why would we want to buy (albeit for just 
£1) a seven-acre field, less than a mile from the 
M25 and close to Watford? 

1 must admit, even then, the campsite had some 
potential. Thickets of trees along the edges, the River 
Colne running along the foot, bramble bushes, 
elderberry and sloe trees and a weeping willow 
overhanging the pavilion. 

Ah yes, the pavilion. At that time just a bare 
concrete shell; no toilets - we've been using a tent and 
a portaloo; no showers - we've used the sink, buckets, 
bowls and a hosepipe at various times over the last three 
years - but maybe, just 
maybe, there was 
potential here, and 
fortunately the S. E. 
Region of Toc H saw 
the potential as well. 

So when the 
Highway Clubs - a 
London charity which 
had originally bought 
the site and built the 
pavilion back in the 
‘60s - realised it was 
no longer in a position to make full use of the site and 
offered it to Toc H, we leapt in with both fect! 

Although it was a slow process taking much of the 
last three years - lawyers can be a real pain sometimes - 
a small group of us believed in the site, and we haven't 
been entirely idle over this time. We started with the 
outside of the site, repairing the fences with our 
neighbours, cutting back the undergrowth, creating an 
area for tents, and constructing a jetty into the river. 

We didn't ignore the inside of the pavilion either. 
We rewired the kitchen, fitting kitchen units that were 
donated when one of the volunteers modernised his 
own kitchen at home. We painted the exterior and we 
built a large shed for the storage of tools. All this was a 
bit of a risk - the sale might have fallen through - but I 
think our commitment showed Toc H we were serious 
about the site, and they agreed to the purchase. 

Toc H finally took over ownership of the site in 
spring of this year, and our plan of action was finally put 
in motion. The first goal was a toilet-and-shower block. 
We felt this was a job for the professionals rather than 
the willing amateur, but professionals cost money, in fact 
in excess of £15,000. But never underestimate what 
Toc H branches can do when challenged, and, even 
before we owned the site, money had poured in and the 
builders were soon set to work. 

So now we have a new addition to our pavilion. 


by Nick Howcen 


Two showers. four toilets, four washbasins and a washing 
Il in a building that still smells of fresh cement 
and wood shavings. Some extra donations of cutlery, 
crockery, pots. pans, freezer, fridge and even a microwave 
have been most welcome. But our work isn’t finished yet. 
Over the winter months, we plan to redecorate the interior 
of the pavilion. Plastering and tiling the shower block, 
sealing the floors in the kitchen and showers, fitting a new 
ceiling to the rest of the pavilion, dividing off a bedroom 
area and building triple-bunk beds. And I'm sure I've 
forgotten some of the other jobs we have planned for the 


machine, a 


coming months. 
A ‘fait accompli’ you may think, but we still need to 


finance our forthcoming work. Although all the work will 
be done by volunteers, we still need to buy the wood, 
paint, tiles, etc. And we 
still need gardening 
tools to help us tidy up 
the rest of the campsite. 
But we have faith that 
the money can be found 
and the tools donated, 
so we say with some 
confidence the site will 
be ready for use in the 
spring of next year. 

Over the past three 
years we have organised 
many working weekends, November bonfires, ‘teddy Bears’ 
picnics, family camping weekends, holidays for children 
from East London and even an ‘It’s A Knockout’ at the site. 
And now that we have the shower block our activities will 
increase. Will you join us? 

Though primacily a campsite, it has many other uses, 
and we are keen to promote its use by other groups. Many 
interesting places are within easy reach - the local 
aquadrome, the Grand Union Canal and Central London is 
only half an hour away by tube. Publicity material is 
currently under production but, in the meantime, if you re 
planning a residential project for next summer - an 
afternoon tea, a barbecue, a weekend, a week under 
canvas, Or any event we haven't thought of - just give a 
moment's thought to using 
the Toe H Rickmansworth 
Campsite. 

If you would like more 
information, would like to 
donate tools, or help in other 
ways, please contact: 


Doug Parker 

| Links Drive 
Totteridge 

London N20 8QU 
Tel: 0181 445 7755 
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WHOSE DEAFNESS? 


e have recently heard of two stories which cast light on the problems, and courage, of deaf 

people. In a report on her experience on a project at Brixworth Park, Sally Simms seeks to 

hear from people who might want to be part of a project or Cameo about deafness... And 
from the Toc H Community house in Birmingham comes news of one of the residents. 


have been keenly involved in the 

projects at Brixworth Country 

Park from ‘day one’ and always 
get a buzz from every project, 
whether it be day, weekend or a 
whole week. Each project holds a 
special memory in my mind, whether 
it be the people, the task, the 
humour, or the group bonding. Buta 
particular weekend this September 
will always hold a special memory for 
me, because I learnt the alphabet in 
sign language. 

The project was led by Paul 
Dimoline and me, and we had a variety 
of volunteers, old and new, and one of 
the new volunteers was Adrian Miller, 
who is deaf. ‘So what?’, I hear you say. 
This guy was an amazing guy, and 
throughout the weekend made me 
realise how much I take for granted the 


BRIXWORTH 


fact I can hear. By the end of the first 
evening, we had broken down the 
language barrier and Adrian had taught 
us the alphabet in sign. By the next 


morning we were all talking with each 
other in sign. 

The rangers on site had given us a 
safety talk on the tools we were going to 
use, and we got our revenge the 
following morning when we had to 
explain to the rangers what the safety 
was for each tool. When Adrian said to 
me ‘You do mine, J can't’, I simply said 
‘Feeble excuse, do it in sign - we all 
know it now’ (very cocky), and the group 
not only fell about laughing, but also 
understood what he was saying. 

So where do we go from here? | 
was very conscious after this project that 
deaf people are one group in our 
community which we do not encourage 


to its full potential to take part in Toc H 
projects. In talking to Adrian, we realise 
it is something he gets very bitter and 
angry about within himself. It's not that 
he is bitter about being deaf, he isn't ... 
but he wishes that deaf people were 
better accepted in our communities, and 
not treated as a group of people who 
have to depend on other deaf people 
only, as if they are the only people who 
will fully accept each other. 

1 am working with Adrian to 
encourage a Cameo/project to take place 
at Brixworth around this issue, and 
would like to speak to anyone who is 
working in this area, or would like to 
take part in such a project. Please 
contact me at 142 Jubilee Crescent, 
Wellingborough, Northants NN8 2PG 


Sally Simms 


CONGRATULATIONS... 


...to Alison Bryan, a resident at the ‘Toc H Community 
House in Moseley, Birmingham, on being awarded the top 
prize ina B.I.D Competition to reward achievement by 
deaf people. Alison started losing her hearing at the age of 
5, and by the time she was 10 was severely deaf. Despite 


numerous set-backs, further deterioration in her hearing, 


and two re-starts, she is now in her final year of her Law 
degree at Birmingham University. She is also a valued and 
much loved member of the Community House. 

Alison says that her dream for the future is to see the 
issuc of disability being treated as everyone's responsibility 


and people welcoming this. 


Now that we know Inspector Morse’s 
Christian name, I can reveal to you the 
answer to another perplexing mystery! 


Naomie is a sweet, benign 
grandmother who lives in the village of 
Lianfairpwilgwyngellgogerychwyrn- 
drobwillantysiliogogogoch! 


If you can't pronounce the 
name of this village, or 
confess to the even 
greater sin of not 
knowing where it 
is, perhaps you 
should consider 


joining a Toc H 
Celtic 
Experience! 


Naomie nain Cymraeg may 
appear to be unobtrusive, but 
she has a very special and unique 
talent. If you should question this. 
then reflect upon her ability to attract 
thousands of inquisitive people from 
all over the world to visit her 
inconsequential sleepy village, to 
wander around a redundant railway 
station and ponder a tongue-twisting 
name which itself is no more than a 
practical joke. 


When Alan Johnson introduces Toc H 
to a new audience, he frequently 
poses the question: Who, rather than 
what, is Toc H? 


The pursuit of the story of Naomic is 
perhaps the flip side of that question. 


What is Naomic? 


Naomie describes a process of 
systematic planning which encourages 
and enables its user to follow a simple 
logical path to develop an idea into a 
practical and realistic activity which 
will have fruitful outcomes which will, 
in turn, identify new opportunities to 
extend and sustain the initiative. 


The use of NAOMIE enables the user 


to: 
e establish that the idea is worth 


10 


Naomie! Naomie Who? 


pursuing 

e consider what is feasible 

* arrange things logically and 
properly 

* make effective use of all available 
resources 

* learn from both success and failure 

+ plan for the future 


NAOMIE highlights the essential 
stepping-stones along the route from 
idea to the outcome of a well- 
planned and rewarding activity, and 
then sets the compass to guide its 
user to new and more exciting 
horizons. 


e Need 

° Aim 

e Objective 

e Method 

¢ Implementation 
e Evaluation 


Need: a general broad statement of 
purpose. 


At this stage it is important to ask the 
question “Why?” so as to establish 
that the idea is worth-while 


Aim: What am 1 going to Pp, 
do about the identified 
need? 


Again the 
question “Why?” is S 
vital to this stage. 


“What do I want to do? Why?” 
“Where do 1 want to 
go? Why?" 


Objectives: are simple 
clear statements of things chat will 
need to be done in order that the 
stated aim is effectively achieved 
upon completion of the activity. 


Each objective is a single easily 
understood step toward the 
achievement of the aim. 


Objectives should be defined using 
doing verbs - “I will paint the door”. 


_ + LME k 


Objectives describe the criteria for 
success and they must be measurable, 
so that the results of activity can be 
seen, and learned from. 


Setting objectives before embarking on 

an activity enables the consideration of 

what may be feasible, realistic and | 
practicable. It is important to 

recognise the difference between what 

may be difficult and what is unrealistic. 

It is very satisfying to overcome 

hurdles and achieve what was difficult; 

it is demotivating not to have achieved 

what was unrealistic and impracticable. 


Method: A good set of realistic and 
achievable objectives enables the 
consideration and choice of the best 
method to adopt to achieve them. 


“How can the objective be met?" 
“What activity can be used - Cameo, 
Project?” 

“Is it exciting?” 

“Will it attract people to it?” 

“What resources will be needed?” 
“How can the resources be mustered?” 
“How much will it cost? Is it cost- 
effective?” 


Implementation: This is the easy bit. 
Iir You've made your plans, now go 
& and do it and enjoy it. Live for 


Evaluation: This is the last, 
but arguably the most 
important step along the 
route of a systematic plan. 


Good evaluation enables 
learning from successes and 
from difficulties. Good 
evaluation identifies new needs, which 
will enable the original initiative to be 
developed into a vibrant. living piece 
of long-term beneficial work. 
Evaluation is about looking at fact. 


“What really happened?" 
Evaluation of an activity must be 


performed as soon as is practicable 
after its implementation, before the 


events bece» “iistorted by time. 


“Was the aim achieved?” 
“Were the objectives met?” 


“What went well? Why? What can be 
done next time?” 


“What didn’t go so well? Why? What 
can be done next time?” 


“What new needs have been 
recognised?” 


Good evaluation is the criterion for 
SUCCESS. 


So that is NAOMIE. It is simple to use, 
it is very effective, and the successful 
results of its use lead to greater 
personal satisfaction of a job well 
done which, in turn, is a motivator for 
tackle something perhaps more 
difficult. 


The process of NAOMIE can perhaps 
be best described diagrammatically: 


Need Evaluate 
Implement Aim 
Method Objectives 


As a practical example of the use of 
NAOMIE, | will use my presentation 
of this article. 


Need. To describe the use of 
NAOMIE as a practical systematic 
approach to planning to all members 
and supporters of Toc H., 


Why? 


Toc H members and supporters are 
being challenged to use the process, 
which will be a new concept to many 
of them and which has not been 
adequately explained. 
Misunderstanding, and perhaps 
misapplication, will lead to frustration 
and rejection of what is a very good 
process. 


Aim. Using my knowledge, and 
extensive practical experience in the 
use of, and in the training of, other 


people to use NAOMIE, I will write 
and publish an attractive description 
of the process. 

Objectives. The paper will be: 


1. attractive and eye-catching, making 
appropriate use of graphics 

2. light-hearted, making appropriate 
use of humour 

3. informative, giving a detailed step 
by-step definition of NAOMIE 

4. easy to read, avoiding the use of 
jargon 

5. practical, giving a simple working 
example of the process 

6. an encouragement to its readers to 
explore and adopt the use of the 
process 


Method. The paper will be written an 
designed as an article to be published 
in Point three. 


Implementation. | have written the 
article and produced an attractive 
layout which I am comfortable with. 
Yes, I have enjoyed the task. 
Hopefully the editor will publish. 


Evaluation. I give you my personal 
evaluation. The acid test will be the 
evaluation by my readers. 


Has the aim been achieved? Yes. 


Have the objectives been met? Yes, I 
believe so. 


What went well? I have enjoyed the 
effort of producing the article. It 
offers a sound description of the 
process. 


EE =. 


Why? 1 believe in, and am committed 
to the process. 


I have over twenty years experience of 
the process. 


What to do next time? 1 can offer 
‘hands-on’ practical opportunities for 
others to practice and gain confidence 
in the process. 


What did not go so well? I 
experience difficulty in avoiding the 
way jargon. 


Why? I am a trained, certified trainer 
and talk trainer-speak! 


What to do next time? Edit with a 
someone who does not have a 
training background. 


New needs. Hopefully, as a result of 
the article, members and supporters 
of Toc H will be asking questions of 
the process, and demanding 
workshops and seminars at which to 
gain experience of, and confidence in 
the use of, NAOMIE as a process for 
systematic planning and development. 


In conclusion, with practice, the 
process of NAOMIE is easy to use. 
It provides a very satisfying and 
rewarding way to plan activities. 
Most importantly, its effective use 
does focus attention on the 
recognition of new needs and 
opportunities to perpetuate the 
development of an initiative, which 
is perhaps diagrammatically shown 
by the training loop: 


Acknowledgements: 
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altraud Glaser writes that a new Toc H group has 

been formed in Monmouth, a small border town in 
South Wales by the River Wye. The group is overcrowded 
with Englefields: Merryl and Peter and his brother Barry 
(yes, the one who is Development Officer in Division 2). 
To keep them in order they decided to take on board 
Waltraud, who is German, and meetings happen on 
Mondays (Montag in German). 

The first activity was a sponsored fifty-mile Canadian 
canoe run down the River Wye over the last weekend in 
September by Barry and Waltraud. They paddled through 
glorious sunshire, heavy showers, gale-force headwinds and 
moonlit nights, camped by the side of the river, tried to light a 
fire with wet wood and moss (failed, but neither had been in 
the Scouts, so what do you expect?), saw over 200 swans and 


CHEADLE HULME 


many kingfishers, and enjoyed the adventure immensely. The 
result: £201, which has been banked in our account. 

Montag has decided to try and develop a “cafe type" drop- 
in centre for young people in Monmouth as there is virtually 
nowhere in town where they can hang our, meet friends, and 


enjoy an affordable cup of coffee. 
The centre will have to be self- 
financing. The project is in its 
initial phase. They are talking to 
various benefactors and insiders 

in the town before looking at 
possible properties. One 
important aim is to involve young 
people as much as possible in the |! 


early planning stages. Barry Englefield - Beached 


Joan Griffiths writes to remind us 
that Toc H is alive and kicking in 
Cheadle Hulme. The |2 members 
of the Women's branch not only 
meet fortnightly, but are active in 
other ways. 

One particularly interesting piece 
of work is Disaster Boxes, and they 
have just finished filling their second. 
These are organised by Rotary 
International, and are sent to areas 
stricken by war or disaster. Each 
contains complete changes of outer 
and underwear for a man, woman, 


boy, girl, and baby, plus blankets, 
sheets, towels, toiletries, cooking 
utensils, cutlery, plates, cups, first-aid 
equipment and household tools. 
Other activities during September 
included a Coffee Morning and Bring- 
and-Buy which raised £270, split 
between the local Hospice and 

Toc H funds; they hosted a District 
Team; celebrated the Chairman's 
birthday at a buffet lunch; and 
several members went away 
together on a coach holiday. 

Alive indeed! 


A holiday to remember 


A chance meeting at a small 
charities fair resulted in a 
friendship between the Taunton 
branch of CNA and Toc H, the 
Christian-based charity. 

Toc H raised money for a 
group of people to have a short 
break at Lindridge House, 
Kingsteignton, South Devon, 

When asked if she enjoyed the 
week, one carer simply 
commented, “It was just lovely to 


be me.” 


An activity afternoon during the 


CNA/Toc H holiday in Kingsteignton 


Seen in ‘The Carer’, the magazine of the Carers National Association, and 
reprinted with their kind permission. 


‘Members of 
VA Rushden 
Pytchley Branch, 
together with 
members of 
Northants 
District, ey 
very proud that l 
one of their mé >A $ 
members, Valerie Dent, was licensed as a lay 
reader in the Church of England in May. 


Valerie has given up much.of her spare time over the 
past three years to complete the training. Monthly 
tutorials and essays cavered the Old and New 
Testaments, Worship, different traditions within the 
Church of England, Doctrine and (hardest of all she 
felt) Christian Ethics. She also had to attend one 
residential weekend each year and several study days. 


The members are thrilled that ‘one of them’ has 
made it. The photo shows them with Valerie when 
she spoke at the branch about Her training and work. 


Crewkerne Branch provided sandwiches, 
cakes and scones together with many cups 
of tea for the Annual Duck Race run by The 

Lions Club, near Crewkerne. The photo 
shows some of the helpers before the 
selling began. 


-KEWKERNE Toc 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


n 20 and 21 September, 

Talbot House held its 

Annual General 
Meeting, a busy time for all those 
involved. As at annual meetings 
everywhere, it is at Talbot House 
too, traditionally a time of reports 
and evaluations, special 
announcements and special 
friends... 

The main conclusion from all the 
different reports is that Talbot House 
is doing very well. The number of 
visitors remains high (12,703 people 
in 1995), while the number of 
residents (1,078) and the income 
from accommodation (some £24,000) 
continue to rise. In five years, we 
note an increase of 340 residents and 
some £10,000 on income from 
accommodation. The number of 
individual and non-British residents 
has increased over that period. Worth 
mentioning here is also that about 
one-third of all residents at Talbot 
House are connected to Toc H. 

This good financial position 
allows Talbot House to take up a 
further important challenge. The 
building bchind the House, which, 
during the first World War was used 
for concerts and special events at 
Talbot House, and is therefore often 
referred to as “The Concert Hall”, has 
been purchased by the Talbot House 
Association. This large building, 
which will be restored to its former 
glory, opens up a lot of perspectives 


for Talbot House. More news and 


NEWS FROM TALBOT HOUSE 


details about this will follow. 

This year’s AGM was special for 
another reason too. Among the many 
friends who attend every year, we had 
the great pleasure of welcoming Mr 
David Baron, son of Barclay Baron, to 
Talbot House. It was Mr Baron's first 
visit to Poperinge and he came to 
officially name one of the rooms of 
Talbot House the Barclay Baron Room. 
In an interesting account of his father’s 
life, Mr Baron recalled the close 
friendship with Tubby Clayton, his love 
for Toc H and his fond memories of 
Talbot House. “In Flanders he 
encountered Toc H at its first home, 
Talbot House, and met Tubby Clayton, 
who was to become a lifelong friend. 
This experience served, 1 think, to alter 
completely the direction of his life, 
from a career as an art historian or 
writer, to one in Christian social 
service.” 

On Saturday afternoon, under 
glorious sunshine, the Belgian Friends 
of Talbot House then provided a five- 


star Garden Party. 


VISIT OF ALBERT II, KING 
OF THE BELGIANS 


ut the most important event 

was yet to come. Only a few 

days latcr, on September 26th, 
‘Talbot House had the great privilege of 
welcoming Albert II King of the 
Brigians, who came to Poperinge on a 
short private visit. 

After he had visited the Hop 

Museum, King Albert walked to Talbot 


House, where he was welcomed by 


NEWS FROM TALBOT HOUSE 


Noel Cornick and Jan Louagie, 
president and secretary of the 
Association. They introduced him to 
Sir John Gray, the British Ambassador 
to Belgium, and to the other members 
of the Administrative Council. 
Jacques Ryckebosch then explained in 
short the history and importance of 
Talbot House, and showed His Majesty 
to the Upper Room, where he 
admired the original items and 
pictures that were recently restored 
and returned to the Chapel. With the 
help of texts and documents from the 
war years, every effort was made to 
rearrange the Upper Room in 
accordance with its original lay-out. 
King Albert was particularly 
pleased to learn that many young 
people of all nationalities come to 
visit Talbot House, learn about the 
history and consequences of war, and 
explore themes such as peace and 
reconciliation. He was also interested 
to see photographs of the visit of his 
late brother King Boudewijn and 
Queen Elizabeth II to Talbot House in 
1966. His Majesty then signed the 
visitor's book and Mrs Arlette Duclos, 
vice-president of the Association, 
presented him with a framed 
photograph of the Upper Room. 
Despite strict time limitations, King 
Albert did find a few minutes before 
he left to meet the Talbot House staff, 
and to speak to some local members 
of Toc H who were gathered in front 


of the House. 


Martine Boone 


Liaison Officer, Poperinge 


Readers’ L 


THE REAL WORLD 


1 was pleased to see your article in the November issue about the 
Real World Coalition and its outline of a long-term proposal to 
address the fundamental problems of the world in an imaginative 
and yet practical manner. 

The critical area for implementing the development of the 
ideas behind the Coalition is that there is need for political 
awareness of the current deficits and a vision of what may be 
possible with a revised and fuller concept of citizenship. This 
change is unlikely to come about without a considerable 
movement of public opinion, particularly with the entrenched 
views sustained by our current mass media. It is thus vitally 
important that organisations like Toc H which are in close touch 
with the serious problems of our society speak out to “tell it like it 
is”. We can all otherwise continue to live with a sanitised 
approach to major issues like inequality, environmental decline, 
poverty, and the rise in crime. 

Why doesn't Toc H join the growing number of charities that 
are becoming part of the Coalition? With its traditional concerns 
about people and community, with its unique experience and 
insights into the lives of real people and with its history of 
delivered action to change situations, Toc H shares many of the 
aspirations of the Coalition. It is vital to achieve momentum for 
the Real World ideas that organisations join together whilst 
retaining their integrity - showing that, whilst still holding strong 
independent views, it is still possible for organisations to work 
together for the common good. 


Timothy C Newell 
Thame 


DONATION 


In October a Mrs Jean Doggett sent a donation to Toc H in 
memory of ber mother. We are very grateful to ber for permission 
to publish the moving letter she sent to explain that gift. 

Thank you so much for sending me the booklet “Talbot 
House, Poperinge”. It is exactly what I wanted. 

The leaflet on the Toc H Community Initiative greatly 
interested me and I would like to send a small contribution. 

You may like to read this very personal story illustrating 
Toc H community initiative taken on the other side of the world 
nearly 70 years ago. My father, a Tasmanian, fought in the A.LF in 
World War I and subsequently married my mother, a Scotswoman, 
in Melbourne in 1926. (Mother had gone out from London to 
marry him and settle in Tasmania.) 

Tragically, my father died from appendicitis when 1 was 13 
months old and my mother found that, she was expecting a 
second child. Her great worry was the maintenance of a fairly 
sizeable garden. She told me that not fong after my father died, a 
gentleman called saying he was from the local Toc H branch, 
which had heard of my mother’s misfortune and offering heip. 

From that day until my mother retumed to the UK nearly a year 
later, Toc H tended the garden. My mother, Mary Austin, never 
forgot that kindness and became a bridge builder in the Toc H 
branch in Downend, Bristol, for nearly 25 years after she retired from 
her Local Government post in Fulham, London, until her death. 

I would like the cheque to be given in remembrance of my 
mother and that act of kindness all those years ago. 

Yours sincerely 

Jean Doggett 
Woking 
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DISTRICT BRANCHES 


It is unusual for Point three to publish any reports from district 
branches, in fact we don’t recall that it has ever happened. So 
what do these branches do? This is a question that comes up 
from time to time at our smal] group of ex-local branch 
members who meet in Cumnor (near Oxford) several times a 
year under the banner of the North Bucks and Oxford District 
Branch. Except of course we have no banner and our numbers 
are woefully small, now only three, sometimes four. We are 
“downsizing through natural wastage”, to use the modern 
jargon. To be precise, since we started with six members five 
years ago, one member has died, one has moved further away, 
and one scldom manages to make it on the day. But as we are all 
well pasted passed retiring age, that is understandable. 

Point three and the Director's Newsletters keep us in touch 
with contemporary Toc H and we sit around the table trying to 
relate that to what we have known as real Toc H as set out in the 
Main Resolution and the Four Points of the Compass. Between 
us we have had many years of Toc H experience so you can 
imagine that we are able to spend a very relaxed and pleasant 
afternoon together at the home of one of our members. 

We try and get our teeth into specific matters. For example 
we lobbied for the free distribution of Point three and now that 
that has been achieved we are thinking about the rules for 
membership. This has been an old topic for us, in abeyance now 
until after the Central Council meeting where the matter is to be 
debated. We are looking forward to the outcome. 

We would very much like to hear from other district 
branches, particularly any who may have found ways to 
stimulate interest amongst its members. One of our members 
recalls his days with the Springfield District Branch in Croydon 
which still meets twice a year, but pensioners there have the 
advantage of free unlimited travel on public transport within the 
Greater London area. Here in Oxfordshire, and no doubt 
elsewhere, the cost of travel is a great disincentive to go out and 
do something. It may be that we cannot do anything as a 
branch; if so should we continue as a branch? 

We are hoping to hear from you through future letters to 
the Editor. 

Peter Sutton, Wantage 
District Branch Secretary 


THANK YOU FROM 
POPERINGE 


At the occasion of our 60th wedding anniversary on October 7th, 
my husband André and myself were yet again reminded of the 
true friendship we receive time and time again from our Toc H 
friends, both here in Poperinge and further afield. We are very 
grateful for the many cards, flowers and good wishes we 
received from our numerous British friends and members of 
Toc H. We celebrated the occasion with a special service at St 
Bertin's Church together with our family and many Belgian 

Toc H friends, and your kind wishes made the day even more 
special. We apologise for not being able to thank you ail 
personally for remembering us, but we do hope to meet you all 
again at Talbot House sometime in the near future. Thank you 
all so very much. 


Jeanne and André Oreel-Batthieu 
Poperinge 
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Tributes 


We announce, with regret, the deaths of the following members. 


SEPTEMBER: 
OCTOBER: 


Frank Austin, Late Twydall / Agnes Braine, Wolverhampton / Beryl Davis, Parkhurst 
Cyril Acland, Taunton / Dorothy Baron, Late Crutched Friars / Frank Barter, SE Hants / John Crocker, 


Falmouth / Lilian Drew, New Forest / ‘Frankie’ Gutteridge, Merseyside / May Fryer, Melton Mowbray / 
‘Bill ‘Looker, Broughton Astley / Adrian Poole, South Devon / Lilian Rose, EC & Tower Hill / Frederick 
Simmonds, Worthing / Muriel Smallwood, Linthorpe / Arthur Spencer, Sevenoaks / Edgar Wallace, 
Crawley / Edward Wheelwright, Melton Mowbray / Lawrence Wilkes, Broadway 


NOT PREVIOUSLY 


RECORDED: Georgette Maes, Poperinge 


The Rev Edgar Wallace, who died in October after a long Struggle 
with cancer, leaves an abiding memory of a big man in every 
sense of the word. He first met Toc H in the 1960s, when he was 
an industrial chaplain in Crawley, and making a huge impact. 

He bad the gift of getting onto first name terms with almost 
everyone in the factories, from directors to teenagers on the shop 
floor and bad already developed his enduring talent for 
persuading people that they wanted to give him money and 
support bis causes! He started a drop-in centre for teenage bikers, 
and they flocked there, mainly to talk to Edgar. Judy Broomfield, 
who worked with him at this time, remarks that ‘be saw no 
boundaries or limits to what people could achieve. Edgar joined 
Toc H staff in the 1970s, and remained until bis retirement at 65. 
He established Clayton House, Crawley, opened by HM The Queen 
Mother for young people in need. Other houses followed, leading 
to the development of a special charity, Toc H (Clayton House) Ltd 
and many Toc H members supported it. Later came Ifield Hall, an 
ambitious day and residential centre for people with learning 
difficulties. He was, as Ken Prideaux-Brune puts it, ‘a very much 
larger than life character, a person of bumour and eloquence, full 
of hwyl as befits a Welshman, and a person of strong, 
straightforward faith’. Many members will bave been moved and 
inspired by bis words when be spoke at Central Council. He will 
be long remembered. JEM 


oe 


Both Melton Mowbray Afternoon branch and the Friendship Circle 
mourn the loss of May Fryer who died in October. She was a 
hard worker and very valued member. MP 
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Eddie Wheelwright died in October after a period of suffering 
from motor neurone disease, a debilitating illness. A most loyal, 
dependable and bard working member of Melton Mowbray 
Evening branch, be held office as Treasurer for many years and 
was still active in this post until a few days before his death. A 
most kindly man who never spared himself in helping others - be 
will be greatly missed by bis friends. DC 
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Linthorpe Women's branch are sorry to report the death of Muriel 
Smallwood. She was a loyal and long serving member of the 
branch for 42 years. She beld the post of Secretary and for many 
more years as Treasurer. She will be greatly missed by all. JC 
po 
Frank H Austin, who died suddenly in September, aged 90, was a 
long serving member of Toc H. He was an original member of 
Rainbam, Gillingham Men's branch, and also a founder member 
of Twydall J. He then became a Builder. A very loyal and 
generous member of the Movement up until bis death, be will be 
sadly missed and remembered always. BT 
— 
Cyril Acland of Taunton branch died in October at bis bome in 
Taunton, aged 76. He died as be lived - quietly and without fuss. 
Very much a back-room boy, be avoided the limelight but would 
be there, ‘pitching in’, wherever and whenever the need arose. 
A staunch member of the branch since before the War, be held 
office as Treasurer for many years and will be sorely missed. 


He also helped at the Regional Office from 1984 until it closed and 
his office skills, friendship and unfailing support were much 
appreciated. We shall remember bim. DT 


Sevenoaks branch announce with regret the death in October of 
Arthur Spencer, aged 73. He was a member of Coney Hall branch 
before moving to Sevenoaks, where he was an active member, 
holding office as Chairman, Secretary and programme Secretary. 
He was also an active member of the Aircrew Association at nearby 
Biggin Hill, and went with them to the D-Day anniversary in 
France. He was also a sidesman at bis local church. He bad only 
recently returned from a branch visit to the Old House , where he 
visited an uncle's grave from World War 1. He will be sorely 
missed by bis family and many friends. DJR 
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Toc H Germany are sorry to report the death on 14 October 1996 
of Father Adrian Poole. Adrian was born in Halifax and 
studied for the priesthood in Beda College, Rome. He was 
ordained on 22 March 1969. In May 1973, Adrian became an 
army chaplain, serving in the UK, Northern Ireland, Hong Kong, 
Cyprus, and Germany. He retired and returned to bis diocese in 
1995. Since joining the army, Adrian worked very closely with 
Toc H; he joined as a member while serving in Berlin and also 
served on the Services Sub-Committee. Adrian was a gentle man 
who lived to serve, a source of strength to all who knew bim. 

It was a very great privilege to bave known him, and be will be 


sadly missed. PG 


lt is with regret that Toc H Broadway reports the death of 
Lawrence Wilkes, on Saturday October 10th 1996. Joining the 
branch in 1956 be was a true and industrious member, taking an 
active role in branch activities, and holding many of the offices, 
including Chairman, Treasurer, Jobmaster, Guard of the Lamp, 
together with the useful and fulfilling role of Central Councillor. 
Always willing to accept a challenge and accept responsibility. 
He will be sorely missed by all branch members who will 
remember him with pride. JJ 

— 
Falmouth Branch sadly report the death in October of Jobu 
Crocker - currently their pilot, past District Chairman, Central 
Councillor and member of the CEC, on which be served for a year 
with quiet pride. Jobn bad suffered from Parkinson's disease for 
the last few years but continued to attend mectings until last year 
when bis condition worsened. He bore this cross uncomplainingly 
unitl the end despite increasing difficulties in communicating. 
Born in Cornwall, Jobn was, until retirement, a civil servant in 
the Vebicle Licensing Department. He served Toc H in Surrey, 
where be was active in setting up a Toc H ambulance service, in 
Devon, where be was a valued member of Tavistock Branch for a 
decade, and more recently, be enjoyed two seasons as honorary 
warden at the Old House. Always conscious of the Christian basis 
of Toc H, Jobn kept the branch and district on the straight and 
narrow when we were inclined to forget the rulebook, and bis 
commitment to the Movement was an example to all. TR 
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TALBOT HOUSE, POPERINGE 
needs Honorary Wardens for 1997 


The main duties of volunteer Wardens at Talbot House are: 

to assist the staff during the day (minding souvenir shop, making tea for visitors...), 
to be available after office hours (answering phone enquiries, greeting new arrivals...) 

À and generally making sure residents and visitors are happy. 


A daily expense allowance is payable, together with travel costs. 
Wardens are still needed for: 15-28 February, March, June and 16 Nov - 15 Dec. 


Members who are interested in volunteering for one of the above periods, or who would like more information, 
please write or telephone to: 


Martine Boone, Admin/Liaison Officer, Talbot House, Gasthuisstraat 43 
B-8970 Poperinge, Belgium. Tel: 0032/57 33 32 28 


OC H LINDRIDGE HOUSE 
LINDRIDGE HILL, 
KINGSTEIGNTON, DEVON 
Set in three acres of rolling Devon hillside, this 


| converted farmhouse offers self-catering accommodation 
for up to 13 people. 


POINT THREE FOR THE BLIND 


The magazine is available in tape form for readers who are 
blind or partially sighted. Over 30 members currently 
receive these tapes. The service is free, although 
contributions to the cost of tapes and containers are always 
welcome. 


Write to Harry C. Bailey, 27 Harrowden Road, 
Wellingborough, Northants, NN8 3BG. 


For further details contact: 


THE CENTRE MANAGER, 
LINDRIDGE HOUSE 
LINDRIDGE HILL, KINGSTEIGNTON 
NEWTON ABBOT, DEVON, TQ12 3QE 


POSTSCRIPT: One member recently cancelled her order - 
after a successful cataract operation. 
Who says there is no good news! 


MINIBUS AVAILABLE 


Talbot House, Poperinge, The Somme, Euro Disney, Europe, etc., The S.E. regional minibus is also available to Toc H 
around the United Kingdom. The minibus is now one year old, and takes 16 passengers. 
It has a tachograph for continental journeys, a large roof rack with ladder, and a coverall to stow 
your cases, luggage and food. 


Costs for 1997: £15 per day and [5p per mile. 


You receive the bus with a full tank of diesel and are expected to return it the same. The bus is based with: 
John Burgess at 66 Park Meadow, Hatfield, Herts AL19 5HB. Tel: 01707 264949. 

Cars may be left there. The bus can take two wheelchairs, has radio cassette seatbelts and is comprehensively 
insured. Green card insurance is supplied. Your Group would be required to take out AA 5-star insurance for the 
bus, and it is strongly recommended that you use AA passenger insurance as well. 

Full details from John Burgess, who can also help with information on ways and means 
of crossing the Channel. 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS? 


Why not give someone a Toc H 


PRAYER LINKS 


The Winter issue of the Prayer Links Bulletin is due to be sent out 
shortly. If anyone would still like to join this scheme, then please 
write to the National Chaplain at Central Services, Wendover. 
This cost is £3, and for this you will receive a Prayer Links card, a 
quarterly Prayer Bulletin with special events and issues for prayer 
in each week as well as a selection of quotes and prayers for your 
use, and a copy of the Intercessions Across the World booklet. 
Please note: this scheme is not limited to Members of Toc H, 
anyone can join. 


tie as a gift? Available from 


Central Services at £3.50 (green, 


single old symbol) and B 9 


£5.00 (new, multi-lamp 


design, black). 


NB. Some 1997 Diaries are still 
available - now £1..50 (incl. p&p) 


Written and produced by TOC H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 GBT. 
Designed and Printed by HB&A. 


